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Before the next federal election, Canada should replace the “first past the post” system of electing representatives to the House of Commons
Introduction
"First Past the Post" that is commonly known as FPTP is a plurality voting, simple majority voting or winner-takes-all voting is considered the basic form of voting system. It is a process in which voting takes place in the constituencies of single-member. Voters across the region put a cross on the box of their favorite candidate while candidates who collect more number of votes get elected. FPTP is considered simple, decisive, and clear in the majority of cases however several claims that FPTP can be anything but an effective voting system. FPTP is the second most used voting system across the globe while Party-List PR takes the first position ((Blais et al., 2014). Currently, FPTP is used in UK and USA to elect House of Commons members and in India and Canada, it is used to elect members of lower houses This paper argues that before the next federal election, Canada should replace FPTP by electing representatives to the House of Commons to ensure effective democracy, equal power distribution and to fulfill the desire of voters.
Discussion
First-Past-The-Post is not suitable for democracy due to which, in order to make the democracy of Canada work better, changes are needed and FPTP needs to be replaced with some effective voting system. As a matter of fact, Canada is a parliamentary representative democracy that recognizes both utilitarian and natural rights and Canadians select individuals from time to time to make effective decisions about the nation and represent the interest of the public. The elected individuals at the federal level are called parliament members that serve in the House of Commons. According to Martin (2021), Canada is a democratic country but the practice of FPTP is a loose end in the democracy of Canada. It is indicated that recently, an election was called by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau as Trudeau wanted the majority government to obtain significant absolute power to practice his mission in the House of Commons so, if Trudeau gets succeeded to obtain majority then it can be said that with less than 40% votes, Trudeau can achieve absolute power while the fact is that huge Canadian majority did not vote for him and it clearly identifies that something is wrong with FPTP as it doesn't support to maintain democracy to a good extent. 
Martin (2021) discusses that it is high time to consider the form of proportional representation that different developed countries like New Zealand and Germany are using. It is indicated that in proportional representation, only one party does not hold absolute power rather power get distributes among all political parties and all parties collaborate to work for the benefit of people and reflect the liberal democracy. CBC (2015) also argues that FPTP electoral system hurts the democracy due to which Canada needs to consider some other alternatives that include proportional representation, ranked ballots, online voting, mandatory voting because in FPTP electoral system does not need an absolute majority for winner and candidate with less than 50 percent votes can win seats. CBC (2015) also highlights that FPTP also encourages tactical voting and casts a ballot for the undesired candidate rather than the individual voter wants to vote for. Due to which, in order to make transparency in democracy, there is a crucial need for Canada to replace FPTP with some effective alternative so that the unequal distribution of power could be discouraged and all parties could have equal power and invest that power for the betterment of Canadians.
There are lots of three-way races as well as four-way races in some cases in Canada due to which the FPTP electoral system functions ineffectively and poorly. According to Antweiler (2021), during the recent federal election in Canada and election developed second majority government for the fifth time in a row since 2004. But neither liberals nor conservatives obtained more than 34 percent nationwide popular vote however parliamentary representation remains distorted heavily.  It was observed that seats were won by the political leader with far less than the majority and single party represented some regions disproportionately. Antweiler (2021), shows a concern that in Canada a growth of rural-urban division in representation is observed that exacerbate political fault lines. It implies that FPTP electoral system needs to be replaced. Antweiler (2021) discusses that there are some alternatives used by other nations such as proportional representation where vote share is represented by seats in parliament but some concerns are associated with proportional representation that includes, weak governments, fringe parties, and local representation. But the aspect to be noted is that the last two concerns can be overcome by a smartly designed proportional system and the third concern can be addressed by parliamentary protocol.
[bookmark: _Hlk98184042]It is argued that the results of FPTP depict opposite outcomes as compared to the desires of majority citizens. Hayes (2021) discusses that the results of the federal election 2019 indicated that minority government was preferred by the majority of Canadians but the elected leader was different than the person they voted for. It is observed that electoral preferences of Canadians were distorted by FPTP in the past elections thus, for this distortion Canada pays a price as due to FPTP the will of Canadians was not reflected in Canadian parliament plus there are certain regions in Canada like Alberta where population' 30 percent portion didn't vote Conservative was not represented at all in government and it creates disparity. Hayes (2021) also discusses that distortions in Canada's voting system due to FPTP creates apathy among some voters because they have started to perceive their votes don't make a difference. It implies that in order to restore the trust of several voters in the electoral system of Canada, it is very essential to replace FPTP with some effective options for the next federal election of representatives to the House of Commons. Palese (2018) provides the example of countries that integrated more consensual and democratic features into their institutions of politics. Palese (2018) also argues that in order to honor the desires of Canadians there is a crucial need to replace FPTP. It is discussed that during the 2015 federal election campaign Trudeau, Liberal Leader promised that revolution will be made in Canada in the electoral system but still it didn't implement yet. Replacement of FPTP will give hope and satisfy the voters and minority governments will also become able to get a chance to work for the benefit of Canadians.
Conclusion
It is considered that before the next federal election, Canada should be replaced FPTP by electing representatives to the House of Commons. FPTP is considered simple, decisive, and clear in the majority of cases however several claims that FPTP can be anything but an effective voting system. First-Past-The-Post is not suitable for democracy due to which, in order to make the democracy of Canada work better, changes are needed. There are lots of three-way races as well as four-way races in some cases in Canada due to which the FPTP electoral system functions ineffectively and poorly and the results of FPTP depict opposite outcomes as compared to the desires of majority citizens
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